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Dear Sir, Madam
 
As a practising Roman Catholic I would like you to consider my submissions below to revoke the
proposed Bill making it mandatory reporting for Ministers of religion to report a case of sexual
abuse when it has been confessed to the Minister in the confessional.
 

1. The Confessional Seal proves to be a private place for the victim to validate.
2. There may not be anyone else the victim can talk to
3. The abused feels safe knowing that no one else will know.
4. The Seal of Confession is a safe haven where the victim is able to go to the Minister who

can give support.
5. If the Seal is broken how is the victim going to want to go to the confessional again
6.  It will bring a halt to the faith building the Minister has been working on with the victim.
7. It will be another trauma for the victim to endure if he/she has to go thru the legal system

making reports, going to court, having to face the perpetrator of the crime.
8. It is unlikely a perpetrator will confess the crime to a minister as they don’t feel guilty

about what they have done BUT if they did it presents an opportunity to reform the
offender without the legalities that they would encumber otherwise.

9. In the Catholic faith we are taught to have faith, trust, believe and forgive.
10. During confession we are blessed spiritually with the Sacrament of Penance where the

Priest/Minister administers this gift a very special gift given to the Priest/Minister.
 
I ask you please to take into account the above reasons why I feel the Confessional Seal is
not broken.
 
Yours in Christ
Anne Irvine.
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